Population movements, social structure and caste endogamy are some of the important determinants of the genetic structure of world population. Historical records indicate that the ancestry of the Purana (old) population living in the suburbs of Sigiriya in Sri Lanka can be traced back to the times of the Sinhalese Kings of the 5 th century A.D. (1, 450 YBP) . Previous studies done on the Purana population reported that they were biometrically different from the rest of present Sri Lankans and other population in the world. This study was carried out to investigate maternally inherited Mitochondrial DNA ( 
